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Line-Dry
Clothes
A line of washing flapping in the breeze was once an everyday sight; now many clothes never feel fresh air at all. In 1995, Alexander Lee founded Project Laundry List in the United States to champion the humble clothesline and the “right to dry”, arguing that sun and wind are the cleanest dryers there are. Line-drying uses no energy, is gentle on fabrics and costs nothing once the line is up. This workbook asks you to master the craft of drying on a line, and to commit to the next three things you will change.
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	Before you begin
How To Use This Workbook
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This workbook stands alone. You need nothing else to use it except a washing line or airer, some pegs, a weather forecast and a week of laundry.
It asks you to write, not just read.
	Before you begin, choose one kind of laundry you rarely dry on a line. It might be towels, bedding, shirts, jeans or sports kit. If you have no outdoor space, choose a load to dry on an airer by an open window or on a balcony. You'll carry that one load through the exercise.



Write your first thoughts here, so you can come back to them later
	

	

	

	

	

	



This worksheet is part of the Climate Challenge series of action workbooks.
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Line-Dry Clothes  ·  Climate Challenge
	Part one
The Teaching
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The idea at the heart of this workbook comes from Alexander Lee, who founded Project Laundry List in Vermont in 1995. The organisation campaigns for clotheslines as a simple climate solution and for the “right to dry”: the right of people to hang their washing outside, even where housing rules or neighbours object. Several US states have since passed laws protecting that right.
Underneath it sits a slightly uncomfortable claim. Many of us stopped line-drying not because it didn't work, but because it went out of fashion, and some people came to see washing on a line as untidy. A free, solar-and-wind-powered dryer has been hiding in plain sight.
Sun and wind do the work. Drying is just water evaporating, and sunshine and moving air speed it up for free. Wind matters as much as sun: a cool, dry, breezy day can dry washing faster than a still, humid, warm one. Sunlight also freshens fabric and helps lift some stains.
Read the weather. The best drying days are dry and breezy with low humidity, whatever the temperature. Check the forecast for rain, wind and humidity, hang washing out early in the day, and bring it in before the evening damp settles.
Hang it well. Shake each item hard before you hang it, to reduce creases and stiffness. Leave space between items so air can move. Hang shirts on hangers, peg trousers by the hems, turn dark clothes inside out to stop fading, and hang heavy items like jeans and towels where the wind catches them.
Beat the stiffness. Line-dried towels can feel rough. A good shake before and after drying, not over-using detergent, and a breezy day all help keep them soft. Many people come to prefer the slightly crisp, fresh feel of line-dried towels.
Have a plan for rain and pollen. A covered airer, a porch or a well-ventilated room gives you somewhere to finish drying if the weather turns. If you have hay fever, pollen can settle on washing outside; on high-pollen days, dry indoors near an open window instead.
Claim your right to dry. Some leases, estates and blocks of flats restrict washing lines. Check the rules, ask your landlord or residents' association about a shared line or drying area, and talk to neighbours. As Project Laundry List argues, the more people line-dry, the more normal it becomes.
The practical use of Lee's idea is to treat line-drying as a skill worth learning. Find the best place for a line, learn to read a drying day, hang your washing so it dries quickly and softly, and have a back-up for rain. If rules stand in your way, ask for them to change. Every load dried by sun and wind is one that needed no electricity at all.
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Part one  ·  The teaching
	Part two
The Exercise
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Take the load you chose at the start and carry it through the steps below over the coming week. Write in full sentences. Nobody else reads this.
Describe your drying now. How does your household dry its washing at the moment: tumble drier, radiators, airer, line? What do you like and dislike about each? Score how often you dry on a line or airer outdoors, from 1 (never) to 10 (whenever the weather allows).
	

	

	

	

	

	

	


How certain do you feel about that score?   ①  ②  ③  ④  ⑤  ⑥  ⑦  ⑧  ⑨  ⑩

Survey your space. Where could a line go: a garden, yard, balcony, porch or shared drying area? Where does it get sun and wind, and for how long? Would a rotary line, a retractable line or a balcony airer suit you best?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Read the week's weather. Look at the forecast for the coming week. Which two days look best for drying, and why? Note the wind, humidity and chance of rain, and plan when to hang your chosen load out.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Hang a load well. Hang your chosen load using the techniques in Part One. How long did it take to dry? How did it look, feel and smell compared with your usual way of drying? What would you do differently next time?
	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Solve the snags. List anything that makes line-drying hard for you: stiffness, rain, pollen, birds, privacy, time, or rules about washing lines. For each, write one way around it.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Make your plan. Write three actions: one you will do this week, one change to your household's laundry routine, and one bigger step, such as putting up a line or asking about a shared drying area. Name anyone else involved and when you'll start.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	



How certain are you that your plan will stick?   ①  ②  ③  ④  ⑤  ⑥  ⑦  ⑧  ⑨  ⑩
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Part two  ·  The exercise
	Part three
Questions For Discussion
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	Work through these questions independently if you must, but they are generally more beneficial when discussed. 



1. Some US states protect people's right to dry washing outside. Should the UK do the same, overriding leases and estate rules that ban washing lines?
1. Is washing on a line untidy, or a sign of a household living lightly? Who decides what a “nice” street looks like?
1. Hanging out washing takes time. In your household, whose time is it, and is that shared fairly?
1. People in flats without balconies may have nowhere to line-dry. What could landlords, councils and building designers do to help?
1. Line-drying was once completely normal. What other everyday low-carbon habits have we lost, and could any of them come back?
1. In polluted city streets, is drying clothes outdoors always a good idea? How should we weigh air quality against energy saving?
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Part three  ·  Questions for discussion
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Want To Take This Further With Other People?
You've done the hanging and the thinking on your own. What's missing now is someone who sees your washing line differently — and who might share a line, swap drying tips or ask for a shared drying area with you.

	Share your line online
Join an online climate action community and post your drying days, your best tips and your three-step plan. Others will share the lines, airers and tricks that work for them in every kind of space and weather.
	
	Find people near you
Talk to neighbours about sharing a line or drying space. Ask your landlord or residents' association about a communal drying area. Look for a swap group or repair café for a second-hand airer or line.



	Find your next challenge



This workbook is general guidance. Follow care labels, keep lines clear of paths and roads, and dry indoors on high-pollen days if you have hay fever.
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